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“THE STONE HOUSE MUSEUM”

2017 Calendar
Save the dates and share them with family,
friends, neighbors!
Lecture Series—
Sunday, March 26, 2017 2pm
Stone House Museum
Revolution in Fashion 1914-1920 by
Patricia C. Warner
BHA Annual Meeting
Sunday, April 30 @ 2pm
Hope United Methodist Church, 31 Main
Street. Every year at the Annual Meeting
important items are discussed and voted on
by the Members present. Your input and
opinion are valued. Please come to the
Annual Meeting to support all of the wonderful volunteers that keep the Historical Association running. We will review the news
and events of the past year, propose some
By-Law changes, share in the delicious
Potluck and listen to our guest speaker talk
about “Belchertown During WWI”.
Annual Membership time! Please renew membership and invite others to join
your lead.
Opening Day at the Museum May 13
9—2 FREE Join us on the Museum
grounds for mini house tours, Old Bags,
Crafts and Artists, and Plant sales—just in
time for Mother’s Day!
Uniquely Quabbin — May 20th
Our program focus: the anniversary of the
US entry into World War I.
Annual “Member’s Only” Cocktail
Party—Friday June 16 at 6pm
Stone House Museum
Open May through October
Saturday 2—5 pm
Admission: FREE for Members;
$5 adults, $4 seniors, $2 children
We have several volunteer opportunities—something for everyone, every age
and every talent. Details at
stonehousemuseum.org/volunteer Help us
make history!
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BY TOM STOCKTON, PRESIDENT
Despite the snow outside it must be spring
somewhere! And with the approach of the
season our thoughts turn to a particularly
exciting spring and summer at the Stone
House. The Stone House is truly a busy
place, filled with momentum and activity in
all aspects of our mission and it is exciting
to be part of such a vibrant organization!
A lot has been happening with regards to
the maintenance and preservation of our
Museum, our finances, and of course, the
social life of the Association, and we pause
to look back on all the important work
members of the Association have been doing during the long winter months and consider the current state of our Association.
After the Fair we had our annual Living
History Days event in the fall, with a New
England Harvest Theme. For this year’s Living History Days event we provided another activity relevant to Belchertown’s history:
Bringing the House to Life: Harvest and Fall
Activities in the 19th century New England
home. Live reënactors, many dressed in
period costumes, demonstrated and discussed many of the fall and Harvest activities that might have occupied residents of a
house such as the Stone House in 19th century New England. Demonstrations and
Lecture topics included Herb Gardening;
Historic Farm Implements; Local Archaeology (thank you Lindsay Hoadley!); Preserving Herbs, Vegetables and Fruits; and other
seasonal activities. The Stone House was
open with a display of our nineteenth century farm equipment, our re-creation 19th
century garden and house tours. This was a
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truly wonderful
event: it
was interesting,
informative, entertaining,
and very
pertinent
to our mission. We
appreciate everyone's support, and hope more
families will note the first Saturday in
October 2017, for a new installment of
this quality event.
Following our Living History Event, it was
time for our annual Yuletide Event, and
many kudos are due to Sally Shattuck,
Denise Smith, Maureen Austin, Carol
Mierzewski, Gerri Amprimo, Becki
Smith, Millie Harrington, Sally Shattuck
(for the wonderful “Afghan Raffle”) (my
mother won and loves it) and the whole
committee for bringing off this event so
beautifully. Our many elegant baskets,
wreaths, and traditional crafts were the
talk of the town and all who attended.
This year we attempted to reduce our
winter expenses by limiting use of the
Stone House during late December and
January, but since then much work has
been done by the Museum Committee
and the Membership Committee, all of
whom have worked tirelessly in their respective areas to make sure that the muContinued on page 3
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Opening Day Event May 13th—Please join us!
Saturday, May 13, 2017 is our annual Opening Day event for the Stone House
Museum with history and creativity of Belchertown’s past and present!
Activities
will run from 9am to 2pm and admission is Free. Just in time for Mother’s Day, we
will offer a variety of shopping opportunities. We expect a great selection of local
artists and crafts people selling their original, local items; perennials for your
neighbors’ gardens will be in abundance; and of course our famous ‘gently used’
bags will be for sale. So pass the word to everyone you know that this event is
not to be missed!
This year, more than ever, we need everyone’s support. Here’s how you can help:
PLANTS—May 13th is very early for our beloved perennials, so we will need everyone to “dig deep” and find what you can that is popping up. If you can dig them
a few weeks in advance and keep them in a warm place, they will have time to
recover and look healthy for the sale. As always, if you need us to come and dig them for you, just get in
touch with Sally at 413-323-4239. Variety is always welcome, but we still love our old faithfuls like forsythia, bee balm and daisies. We are looking for vegetable plants, ferns, trees, shrubs, houseplants and
bulbs, as well as perennials.
OLD BAGS need to come out of hiding and be cleaned up for our Old
Bag Sale. This is a very popular sale and your donations of bags of all
varieties are welcomed. There will be drop off bins at the Making
Waves Hair Salon, Looks to Kill, Easthampton Savings Bank and at the Town Hall - 2nd
Floor. If you have any questions please call Erica Morrison-Brazitis at 413-537-3218
or Sharon Moran at 413-896-7531.
CRAFTS and ARTWORK—Please help us pass the word to all of those talented people
in our area! Attendees at our Opening Day event look forward to seeing and buying
locally hand-made items. Details about renting space and displaying wares are available from Carol Mierzewski at 413-323-4344 or email her at emierzewsk@aol.com.
PARTICIPATE—Visit yourself and bring two or more friends; offer to volunteer at this event or one in the future.

Membership News
Our new Membership Year begins on May 1. Your membership donations, business sponsorships and our successful fundraising events enable us to care for the
Stone House Museum and all its collections, and present exhibits and programs
that ensure Belchertown’s heritage will be preserved for future generations.
Look for a forthcoming Membership Renewal Letter, and we hope you will all
continue to support our Association with your membership.
Annual dues remain the same: $20 for individuals, $35 for families, $10 for
seniors and $5 for students under 18.
And remember—a 1-year membership makes a wonderful gift.
If you want to get a head start, print off a membership form at our website:
stonehousemuseum.org/make-history-with-us
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Message from our President Continued from Page 1
seum will be on a firm footing for the coming season. The
Education Committee’s lecture series, in particular, was very
well-received and provided an opportunity to hear lectures
on many fascinating topics.
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Of course, we have made time for a little fun this winter
too, and thanks to our Fundraising Committee a wonderful
time was had at the Eleventh Annual Mystery Dinner Theater held at the Knights of Columbus in Ware, with the
actors from BUCC’s Playhouse performing a clever Italian
-themed mystery.
It’s always a great year to be involved in local history,
and the trustees and museum committee have been involved in too many projects to fully mention here.

The Shattuck Maple Sugaring
lecture on Feb. 26, a fun and
delicious experience.
In the Stone House we have completed work for our Community Preservation grant addressing certain structural issues inside the museum. We are very grateful for the income from the Edward & Eleanor Schmidt Trust that has
enabled us to acquire some really fascinating Belchertown
artifacts, including a 1777 document signed by three Belchertown Selectmen, concerning re-imbursement for two Belchertown residents who carted goods for the Revolutionary
War effort. We are also continually grateful for a bequest
from Doris Dickinson that has enabled us to upgrade our
ancient computer system. We will have a full report at our
Annual Meeting, on April 30.
We have finally signed a purchase-and-sale agreement
with the Belchertown Conservation Commission, which will
acquire the Holland Glen property on Rt. 9 from the Stone
House. We are thrilled that this property will be in the
preservation and recreational plans of the town, and are
pleased that our organization has been able to preserve it
for this moment. We are also hopeful that we will be able
to use the funds from the sale to further our Association’s
unique mission.
The astute observer will have noticed by now that the roof
structure is back on the Schoolhouse, which sits on cribbing,
awaiting its new foundation sometime in the spring. This
whole process is extremely complicated, and we continue to
be extremely grateful to Bill Austin for all his help and
guidance. Once the schoolhouse is on a foundation, the real
restoration work can begin. We are grateful that Rob
Hislop will be helping to guide us in various aspects of that
complicated job. We continue to need help with fundraising, as none of us is an expert in this. To date only about
20 people have contributed toward this project, and we
estimate that the whole project will cost about $150,000.

One way you can support our mission is to renew your
membership and include a donation in memory or in honor
of someone special. If you need extra membership forms
for friends, family or new acquaintances, just visit our
website: stonehousemuseum.org/make-history-with-us.
We hope that this year will see an increase in attendance
at the museum—and please don’t forget that we are always looking for cleaners, dusters, house-sitters and docents during the summer months. If you have time during
the week or on Saturdays and an interest in becoming
more involved with our museum please contact me at 413
-323-0946. Other opportunities are outlined at our website: stonehousemuseum.org/volunteer.
As spring progresses we begin to look forward to our
traditional springtime activities at the Stone House. We
are hoping for a good turn-out at our Annual Meeting on
April 30th, when we expect to vote on some changes to
our bylaws regarding our committee structure. This is always a fun time to get together and take stock of all we
have been doing as an Association, and enjoy each other’s company and wonderful desserts.
Also, our annual Opening Day Plant Sale, Crafters and
Old Bag Sale, Saturday May 13th will be a wonderful
day, and an opportunity to shop for your garden or closet while supporting your Association. We still need plants
and crafters, so please read how you can help later on in
the newsletter. Plans are also underway for our annual
Members Only Cocktail Party in June, and the third Fall
Living History Days event that will celebrate harvest-time
activities and traditional New England crafting. Please
mark your calendars and plan on attending these events!
With your help and support, this will be another year for
the history books and the museum archives!

May 2, 2017
communityfoundation.org/
Please support us!
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Member’s Cocktail Party
The Board of Trustees cordially invites you to their
Annual Members’ Cocktail Party on June 16 from 6
-8 PM. Mark
your calendars
and join us under
the tents for an
evening of food,
feasting, and fun.
The drinks are on
us! Please bring
an appetizer to
share. Watch for
your invitation in
the mail and remember to bring
it to be entered
into our drawings
for prizes.

Lecture Series at the Stonehouse
Sunday, March 26, 2017 2pm

Revolution in Fashion 1914-1920
by Patricia C. Warner
World War I changed everything.

Belchertown and World War I:
This Season’s New Exhibit
On April 6, 1917, the United States finally declared war
on Germany. Europe had been at war for almost three
years and the US had resisted getting involved, but
by this time, it was not possible to do so any further.
President Wilson told
America and by extension,
Belchertown, that we had
to “…make the world safe
for democracy.”

Now, 100 years later, the Stone
House remembers both the military and home-front accomplishments and sacrifices. Come see
the military uniforms, examples of
the war on the home front, and
our wonderful collection of patriotic and recruiting posters.

Uniquely Quabbin Day

One of the many legacies that continues to shape our
lives today is women’s clothing. Recollect the fashions
featured in the second season of the popular PBS
drama Downton Abbey which is set in the years
1916 – 1919. Join us at the Stonehouse to learn
about how and why the revolutionary changes came
about during this period in our history.
Professor Warner has published and spoken widely
in various scholarly journals and books on various
aspects of the history of dress, including jewelry,
slave clothing and the movies, but her major focus has
been the subject of her book, When the Girls Came
Out to Play, on women’s clothing for sports and the
birth of American sportswear.

Saturday, May 20th, The Stone House Museum will be participating in the Quabbin area-wide, Uniquely Quabbin Program for the second time. All of the towns’ cultural and historic institutions surrounding the Quabbin
will be having special
events to mark the
day.
Our program will focus on the anniversary
of the US entry into
World War I.
This photo features
last year’s copy of a
Casey Williams painting of Belchertown for
the 2016 event. We
still have a few for
sale.
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“Get on the Bus” for the Washington District School Restoration
As you all have heard, through the generosity of Andrey Korchevskiy (Bell Properties.), and with the support of the Community
Preservation Committee, our local public safety departments, BHA
Board members, Bill Austin, and others in our lovely community, we
were able to procure the last standing one-room schoolhouse in
Belchertown. It is our intent to use this property for lectures, educational programs and more.
The Washington District School house was moved onto the Stone
House property in early September. Now, we need to begin the
process of restoring, refurbishing , and revisiting a precious piece
of Belchertown history.
Not surprisingly, the cost of moving the school from south Belchertown to the Stone House property, the new foundation and the
extensive renovations required to preserve the school and maintain it will require an outlay of several thousand dollars.
Won't you join us in this important and exciting endeavor?
•

We are looking for volunteers to serve on a development
committee focused on raising capital. We hope to have your
help, cooperation, and maybe some willing hands to complete a project which is exciting and significant to the entire
town. Contact Tom at 413-323-0946 or email us your contact information at info@stonehousemuseum.org

•

Donations for the moving, restoration, maintenance, and continued use of
the Washington Street School can be sent to the Belchertown Historical
Association, P. O. Box 1211, Belchertown, MA 01007 - please specify
Schoolhouse in the memo line of your check... or donate online at
www.razoo.com/us/story/Stone-House-Museum.

•

In addition to donations, we also need your memories, stories, and (if we
are very lucky) your pictures of yourselves and/or your family members
who attended this or other schools in Belchertown. BCTV is partnering
with us to tape and preserve these stories for sharing with the entire
community. Watch for some of these shows on BCTV, and feel free to
offer ideas and names of others you think we should talk with, so special
memories are not lost. Contact Peg at plouraine3124@charter.net

Join us at the annual meeting of the Belchertown Historical Association to
learn more about the plans for this project.
You can also follow our progress with its new foundation and restoration on
Faceook www.facebook.com/TheBelchertownStoneHouseMuseum, our website
www.stonehousemuseum.org, and as you drive by The Stone House.
Questions can be directed to our president, Tom Stockton
ttstockton@earthlink.net, or to any member of the Board of Trustees.

Washington District School Restoration Save our School progress:
One of our primary goals is the restoration of Washington District School. A
Community Preservation Act grant covered the cost of moving the building,
and thanks to the following people our
SOS (Save our School) thermometer is
inching up:
Maureen Austin, Nancy Bell, Bell &
Hudson Insurance Agency, Victoria
Blunt, Louise Butler, Donna Buxton,
Fred Dillon, Barbara Harrington, Martha Henneman, Virginia and Irving
Hislop, Mary Knight, MaryEllen McCarthy, Erik Miller, Dennis Picard, Donald
Pratt, Nancy Pratt, Holly Rainaud-Loss,
Melinda Rigney, Randi Shenkman, F.
Knowlton Utley, Vincent Viglione.
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Our annual murder mystery dinner was held on Saturday
March 11. Kudos to the Knights of Columbus in Ware for
providing their dining room and a delicious spaghetti
and meatball dinner. The Belchertown United Church of
Christ (BUCC) Players were able to pull off yet another
night of entertaining antics that kept everyone laughing.
The theme of this year’s show was “Mobbed For Murder”
and had the
cast playing out a dinner meeting between two families of the
Mob (the Cannoli's and the Spumonis). The board of trustees
has enjoyed working with the
BUCC players. Our partnership
has helped two local organizations share in one fundraising
event. If you weren’t able to
make it to the dinner this year,
plan on coming next year. We’ll
let you know when we set a
date.

BELCHERTOWN HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION
20 MAPLE STREET
PO BOX 1211
BELCHERTOWN, MA
01007-1211

BELCHERTOWN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
20 MAPLE ST
BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007-1211
VISIT US AT THE STONE HOUSE, CALL US
AT 413 323-6573 OR EMAIL US AT
INFO@STONEHOUSEMUSEUM.ORG

